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the National strategic programs which are the 
responsibility of the NRO, and cannot survive when 
money and peo,plo oro in short supply, •••• " 

In the summer of 1967, DDR&E recognized the lack of 
NRO response and proposed that the Navy again begin work 

.on a space radar sensor. The Navy was requested to conduct 
development and test of a detection radar system, and a 

. 'comprehensive reliability progiam, with the final objective 
'f' .. ,,:. that only repackaging would"be necessary for satellite 
:";:. " flight. With strong support, this program received initial 

:; 
'.,; 'i Advanced Development funding ,for FY 69, and the Navy has 

been engaged in reassembling competent and �s�p�a�c�e�-�k�~�o�w�l�e�d�g�e�a�b�.� 
personnel. . . 

The development program is achieving success' and, in 
! ...... ,.,.'. 'July 1968, a military space program designator was requested 

. . ,., ,from the Air Force to identify the effort. Upon publicat.ion 
.. -,' 

i of this number and its descriptive title in an Air Force' 
message of 7 August, considerable curiosity has been 

· _ directed to the Director, Navy Space Programs Division 
'. I ' ; .' c on c ern i n g " w hat t s th e N a v y d 0 i n gin spa c e " • Ref ere n c e 

t," ' . . (b), signed just two weeks later, now provides complete 
!)review and disapproval authority by'the Office of the 

\,. \ ... 

" , 
" 

· , 

Secretary of the Air Force frirthis Secretary of Defense 
apVroved �p�r�o�g�i�a�m�~� 

In summary: 

a. The Navy has been assigned the task of developing 
a �d�e�t�e�c�t�i�~�n� radar applicable for satellite ocean surveillancE 
,The program is uniquely responsive to, and only to, Navy �'�~� 

requirements in that the sensor can respond to no known 
, 0 the r r e qui rem e n t s • Eve r y a �~� p e c t 0 f t his pro g ram d i c t ,a t e s 

· " .' sec uri t y r e qui rem e n t s 1 e sst han the ext rem e • The r a dar, 
when operational, would be only one of many sensors 
integrated into a �m�a�n�y�~�s�o�u�r�c�e� ocean surveillance �~�y�s�t�e�m� 

....... ) '{. w h i c h the N a v y i s cur r e n t 1 Y d ev e lop i n g • Yet, the Na v y i s 
not responsible for the radar satellite �p�r�o�~�r�a�m�.� 

-. ':; . .. -. �~�,�.� . 
.',' " 

b. The Air Force has been assigned responsibility for 
all �a�s�p�e�c�t�~� of this space program by references (f) and (0), 
and have been granted approval authority over all aspects 

" '" ' of the current Navy sen s 0 r d eve lop men t pro g ram b y reference 
.. (b). Yet, the Air Force, i,n all these· years, has conducted 

no known effort in �~�e�s�p�o�n�s�e� to these Navy requirements for 
ocean Jurveillance. 
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c. The NnO, as previously documehted, is also 
the responsibility of developing .this $pate system 
responso to Navy roquiromant6 •. Irt tho ensuing two 

,I t.huy olIO tuve IHHH)mp~1~hod nothing • 

assigned 
in 
yeQtll. 

" I, Thus the threat of termination remains a constant threat 

I ' , 

to all Navy personnel who are participating in this program, 
and t e r min a t ion wi 11 be the i r· r Ii! war d for h a r d work and s u c c e 5S ': 
rather than for failure. When the development effort becomes' 

.' . " successful, the program will be transTerred to the Air Force 

. . ,: 0 r tot heN no, not bee a use the y h a v e any s t ak e In its s u c c e s s " 
or because it supports their missions, ,or because they have 

. participated in the development or have special competence;' 
but the transfer will take place solely because it is in' ' . 
accordance with applicable current dfrectives. This procedure, 

" the direct result of current, directives, S'eems far removed 
" .... , from the objective of. a strong, effective, all-service 
:: ,'.' participatingmili tary space:'.effort~. ,-,. ,. 
, ... : .... :.: > :: ,: ) . ".' ~"'." " <. "-,', >. ' ". • ' '., ;,,' ." : ;.-:; 
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